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Hello everyone,

First of all, please accept my apologies for the lack of Adjutants in 2019.
busy year, with some illness in the family, and for various reasons | just di¢ ..
around to doing any editing. N

Wel c o me, t hen, to the first edi t i

As you can see from the picture, omemactment has moved indoors and at
moment consists of virtual tea parties on Zoom.

| have, at least, had time to make some new caps anidthbiyts/ere intended f
the Waterloo event.

| do hope that you are all well and that by staying safely in your own homes you have managed to avoic
infected with Coronavirus. | can see from Facebook that many of you have come up with some very inv
ways of keeping the-emactment going, like Virtual drill sessions andssings round the caniipe. In our

own regiment we are getting together on Zoom to share a cup of tea, or a dinner party and it is so good wr
are all in Social Isolation to actually see and talk to our friends in this way.

Some of us did in fact manage to get to an event this year, in January, when we went to Coruna to comme
the death of Sir John Moore. We also had another, very special reason to go, to commemorate our dear fi
lan Love and Maureen Lancaster who both passed away in 2019. Some of their ashes have now been laic
beside the grave of Sir John. More of this story can be found later in this issue.

We heard earlier this year that Tim Pickles, one of the leading lights in North Amescectreent, has
passed away. Some of you will have met him and he was a founder member of the Napoleonic Associatior

We have also heard from t he -efactmesttoverBheifirgtavelekend invihag,
and there is a report from Rob Yuill in this issue.

Much of the news and information from the NA has now moved to Facebook thanks to Rory and Emma,
newly ceopted media team. However, The Adjutant will continue to be circulated for all of those members v
do not subscribe to Social Media, and still want to be kept informed of what is going on during this
increasing period of Social Isolation. | have not included a list of events for this year, as most of them hav
been postponed, but we still hope that something may happen in the Autumn and we will keep you informe

Please keep sending your articles and news to me so that | can continue to produce an Adjutant at r
intervals. | would like to be able to issue one more edition this year, to keep everyone informed of how w
all managing to stay safe and sane during Lockdown and without our regulaefiacthment in the field.

Kate
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Tim Pickles 15/06/1953 to 03/04/2020
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The British Division

;3. Good day Ladies and Gentlemen

Trying to keep positive in oneds out |l

%times is advice that we are frequently
~ " easy to comply with all of the time - so it is with no small thanks to Kate for

N «L&a' getting this Adjutant off the ground and stirring some of us into action to
- contribute our customary piece.

| am sure that Duncan is, like me, wondering when we will next get our
Divisions into action. Apart from the N
a particular shame (We have been assured by the organisers that 2021 the 206h! is a definite) and
fingers crossed we might get a couple of events before the end of the year. The British Division
remains confined to barracks, like a coiled spring, ready and eager to leap into action once again.

Military news is of course limited, every society across the world is in the same position that we
are. All of us send all our good wishes to the re-enactment community across the world, whatever
period they represent.

| think it is worth a word on behalf of all those who have to organise and manage the events we
attend and perhaps a touch of caution for all of us. All we have to do is turn -up and do our thing,
but there is so much more to managing an event, not just the site management but in particular the
police and emergency services (God bless em all') whose support is essential to any public event.
They will need time to regain their strength and stability after they have been so sorely tested over
the weeks and months of this emergency.

This is the longest breakinree nact i ng t hat | have ever experien
time when | first began serving his Majesty, [
since my own regiment the 2/44t% was founded (August 2000). Happy birthday 44 t. | have
included a very bad picture taken not long after our commencement, showing some of the fresh
faced, motley crew who were around in the early days. Two of them are still with us - me and a
very young Dave Preece (Heds the one second froc
some of this extra spare time to sort out some old pics (most pre-digital).

If you are suffering from really bad re -enactment withdrawal symptoms there are things you can
do, and many have - just opening the wardrobe door and getting a whiff of gunpowder off some
moth-balled jacket does not suffice, dressing in kit and posing in front of the mirror, drilling,
parading in the garden (For those that have one) , | still would not recommend going out and doing
your 1 hours exercise on the streets in kit d you might get arrested, but at best will probably scare
the living daylights out of everyone else, but it may be one way of ensuring people keep their
distance from you!

There are loads of pics being posted on FB and elsewhere on social media, some past, some present.
One regiment | know is conducting an online video drill competition for their guys, others have
thought of putting up the tent in the garden, mine could do with a good airing after being stacked
away for some 6 mont hs. Havendt (yet) got to th
but it could come to that.

When we eventually meet up and greet old friends once again, | am sure that as always and
however long a gap it has been since the last event, we will pick up from where we left off. We are
merely a sleeping giant. Our organisation and command structure combined with your military
precision and social skills in engaging the public will once again kick -in. One thing is for sure
equipment will sparkle and the precision of our fire -power will be awesome after all that gun
servicing and cleaning. It will be as if we had never left.



Unt i | t hen. ltdés family and friends first and b
open order with of course 2 metre spacing). Stay safe and keep smiling.

OWe are come to a new era in the history of na
country alone but of the civilised -preservatiodtoWe |
perf or m; but the duty of the people of Engl anc
and the misery of nations it is our just exultation the we have continued superior to all that ambition

or despotism could effect; and our still higher exultation ought to be that we provided not only for our
own safety but hold out a prospect for nations now bending under the iron yoke of tyranny of what the
exertions of a free people can effect. o

William Pitt (the younger). Address to parliament Summer 1804
Ed

Major General Edwin Parker.
Commander & British Division




From the French Brigade

Well the build up to the new season was full of excitement,
anticipation levels increasing, new campaign style events plannc
abroad organised, kit repaired and/or renewed, drill sessions dis
then lockdown. It might be all over by May, no chance. Events dr
gui cker than Russian sol diers
We hang onto the hope of an event in Ajaccio later this year a
possibility of one or two home grown events from late August. The
are still hoping that Le Chateau d'Heeswijk Libere Il will take place in late August.

So, we have 2021 to look forward to. Plans are currently afoot to commemorate the
centenni al of Napoleonds period on St He
The French Government, St Helena Tourist Board and many others during the péfiod 4
May 2021.

Within the French Brigade we now have all the units working together from originally sour
drill manuals. Our officers and NCOs attended a thirdec ol e dol nf ant
speaker once again being Marc "DErog" Middleton, principal instructor of the "Ecole
d'Infanterie de Seclin" and cadre in the "Batdilah (Composite Battalion). Marc, along with

Dr Stephen Summerfield, produced an exce
Sol di er OFrench Regl ement of 179160. Not
addi tional copies were ordered. Foll owi n
School of the Platoon, French Regl ement

and many within The Brigade already have a copy. Copies have also been sent to our El
speaking 6Frenchd coll eagues across Euro

the books is the way that many questions and discrepancies about drill are now being disc
and agreed upon and put into common practice across the various French troops arounc
globe. A massive thank you goes out to Marc and Stephen for helping make this happen. |
it was nearly 25 years ago that | first met Marc and his enthusiasm and passion for Napol
re-enacting and drill were infectious then, it has not diminished over time.

| semosi o ¢+ Piatoom |

A | % '

During the first weekend of April, Marc hosted a virtual ecoln®wia the 21e Discord site.

Some of the more tech savvy, dare | say
use Discord to discuss all things Napoleonic and play a variety of Napoleonic and other g
together. Josh and Matty came up with the idea of a virtual ecole, and Marc was happy to c
The session went well and lasted for just over 3 hours. It was good to have people taking
who had been unable to physically attend any of the earlier ecoles. Future sessions are
planned, so it will be interesting to report back on how these virtual sessions progress. E
end of the lockdown period us older hands will hopefully have come to grips with auc
streaming, and the various other buttons and options that maximise the benefits of Discord.
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| 6ve al so noticed various recordings on
musicians playing, both Allied and French. All helpful things to watch for those new to
hobby and for those more experienced ones amongst us. It will be interesting to see ho
virtual campfire sing alongs develop in the coming weeks and months.

Just over a year ago in last Adjutant | reproduce an article research, written and produce
Shannon Selin. Shannon has a wonderfully thought provoking and interesting blog site wr
highly recommend to readers and which can be found on her web site at http
shannonselin.com/. Her latest blog, copied below, shows how folk coped with the boredor
the 1830s during a cholera pandemic. | O n
fascinating blog.

Are you stuck at home and wondering what to do? Here are some tips for dealing with bore:
d or ennui, as it was commonly cal@&ttom the 1830s, when a cholera pandemic was ragin
around the world.

Find an honorable pursuit

One should never suffer himself to become a prey to ennui, or, to use the nearest phras
have to it in English, the blue devils. These azure imps, if once they get the possession of .
ol dondét include woman, f or 0aseha@redteacirseao himh
than were the plagues of Egypt to its royal master. He cannot walk, for he has no objeéct in \
he cannot sit, or even lounge. His spirits are too restless, his nerves toodrhiglbknnot
converse, for that is a labour to hinto read he is unable, his attention cannot be fixed

sl eep with comfort I's equally i mpossi bl e
dreams and fill them with inquietude.

If it was made the curse of man that in the sweat of the brow he should eat his bread, it is e
trueét hat i n |l aboring for t hat bread, h €
carriage who rides abroad in it without occupation or object in view. | am sure of being hay
trudging on foot, so long as | am intent on some honest and honorable pursuit. (1)

Watch an opera, or a mime

The cholera has spread such terror in Paris that the Theatres are menaced with total ruin i
panic should last much longer. It is a truly sad speétdbk saloons empt® the banquets
desertedd the rows of boxes without a single spectator, and the actors grimacing in gaie
sentiment before a few idlers, who listen mechanically to the scenes of a comedy or the chc
of a vaudeville, and whose vague and uneasy attention discloses a-goagegsien of mind
and a sad anguish of the heart. All this passes in an atmosphere of chloride of lime, cam
and vinegar, and in the midst of a conti:
oOomorts,d and O6hopitaux; 06 sadness, | oat hi i
other. Such are the characteristics of the Theatres for the last eight days. It has, however
made a subject of remark that the large Theatres and the minor ones are deserted, whil:
Opera and the Funambules are overflowing with spectators. The highest class and the |
populace appear to required distraction in the same degree. The music of Meyerbeer anc
graces of Taglioni, equally with the buffooneries of Debureau, can dissipate fear and dim
danger. At the Opera you could imagine yourself in the midst of the most prosperous day
the Restoratiod at the Theatre Francais, at the Gymnase, and others, one feels that he is ir
very worst days of the Revolution. (2)


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Th%C3%A9%C3%A2tre_des_Funambules
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giacomo_Meyerbeer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marie_Taglioni
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean-Gaspard_Deburau
https://shannonselin.com/2014/01/louis-xviii-oyster-louis/

Get drunk

The New York Mercantile Advertiser says that it has been a subject of general remark that
the appearance of the cholera, intemperance has increased to an alarming extent. It obs
O Many people have not the inclination or
no places of amusement within their reach, seek to drown ennui in ardent spirits, which ¢
tasted, many have not sufficient control over their appetite to pause, but rush onward mac
destruction. We suggest to those who have so laudably embarked in the suppression c
intemperance to think of some mode of innocently amusing the minds of the middling clas
|l et theméeoffer a premium for the bestodes
while total abstinence is not only their aim, but also a rigid adherence to certain religious cr
to the exclusion of amusement, we think that though temporary good may result, the benef
not be enduring. Let any one dwell on the construction of the human mind, and think h
many and various are its desires and appetites, and we are convinced he will think with u:
those desires and appetites may be changed to a more moral and healthy channel, bu
never can be subdued. (3)

Insult the ladies

All who have been in the habit of resorting to this town [Margate, England] must had

frequent cause to regret the monotony and dullness which occasionally brood over it, as a
surcharged with cholera or plague. For some time past this hebetude, with its accompa
ennui, has exercised its undisturbed control, and turned the bright summer months to the
gloom of throatutting Novembe® until, on the 21st [August] the spell was bro&ehe

| adi es® tongues were released from bonda
the following adventure:

Two military sprigs from Canterbury, whose names | will forebear to disclose, but who are
to be attached to the 93rd Regiment, have been for some time displaying their puppyism &
various places of amusement here, in successful endeavours to emulate the dandyism

notorious 10th [Regiment], and annoy all those whom they presume to be below their le
These new Damon and Pyt hi as éwi t-oncdithvaich ¢

characteri ze t he fop and, as of t en, t h
commenced their insulting operations on every female whom they approached, and an
ot her s, oeny e@toh ed adugrhk er s of Nat han, t he

celebrated composer of the O0OHebrew Mel od]
he would have acted on the receipt of this intelligence, communicated to him by his inst
daughters. He did act as his friends expected. He first demanded an explamatidnch the
6gall ant sons of Marsdé attempted to shee
in his demand, they tried to shuffle out of the disgraceful affair, by doubting his qualificatior
receive the satisfaction of a gentleman. Upon this, he very properly knocked down these mi
sokdisant gentlemen on a dunghill, where, without attempting to crow, they only sougr
arrange their white feathers. (4)

Read a newspaper

The editor of the New Orleans Herald say
tedious to fish; and most of us are almost too indolent to read. The only amusement in w
our citizens can now indulge is to ride out in the dusk of the evening, or walk the streets
inhale the cool air after dark. In these times of dullness, the man who would invent any ples
means of banishing ennui should be | ooke:d
If the stupidity of the climate had not infected the editor, he might, could, would, or sho
have said, 0We an’-)'ehse hel padbantc meaes act ob:


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Damon_and_Pythias
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaac_Nathan
https://shannonselin.com/2019/03/duke-of-wellington-shooting-adventures/

Or not

We certainly are plagtstruck! Each way we tudreach object we meeéis spotted with the
mark of the pestilence, ennui. Breakfast is joglegshave no chuckle at the reminiscence of
overmni ght 6s rownondt @amHobkiessf ul recol |l ec
cast from her opedaox on u no soft melody vibrating in our ears of the sweet singers of th
season. We are plagued with the absence of all these. We take up d paper i s 0

emptinessoé. l s it it not a plague to wa
on the Secret(!) Committee on the Affair
continuedd at the termination? | s not th

We wer eéi nSqGaredso/leinloaqui zing 6as we went,
save that of our manifold plaguea sudden fit of sneezing, the interesting concomitant o

wo e, sei zed us,; andéthe reverberation ac
windows in apprehension of heavends art.i
Readerdo| s it not plaguy hard the times sho

should be mistaken for a thundzap? (6)

0 Bl ue BrewdentesPatrafProvidence, Rhode Island), July 27, 1833.

0The Chol eBa&/ 1 ds PArfe, on L onddu&a. XlaMod3565 p o
April 29, 1832.

OAmusement Ne c e B/estem Yimdgkxeted, &) rOcteberys,, 1832.

oWar of Mar s an d7héd4geloridan, UK), Aubliat 24y EB884e , 6

OHappi ness i Wormig RostCondore dK), Aygast 30, 1837.

oLondon, The Ciedggbohdorn, Ukg, Sdpierabgr®,e13382.

Salut et fraternite
Duncan

Dol ce far niente (Pleasant |1 dl eness),
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who will be sadly missed.

A group of us from the Buffs, 3rd Foot Guards, 71st and others travelled to Northern Spain on the 14th Jar
to take part in the commemorations for Sir John Moore in Corunna. We travelled from Heathrow on a Vuell
flight which was the most scary experience | have ever had in the air. Because of the high winds the take
somewhat bumpy, followed by a relatively smooth flight until we started to descend to Corunna, when we
to be tossed about in all directions in a most alarming way. Adrian got worried when he heard the Capta
out a 3word order and the cabin crew switched on the illuminated signs above the escape exits.

However, we landed safely and headed for our accommodation. Most of the party had been booked into a
together by Phil Reynolds but the 3rd Foot Guards contingent had not been aware of this arrangement
booked independently into the newly refurbished Hostal Alboran very near to the Plaza Major adrbtite sea

Wednesday was a free day so we took the opportunity to do some sightseeing. Adrian and | were accom
by Helen McArdle and it was her first ever trip to a foreiggmaetment. Her particular hero of the Peninsular
campaigns was Sir John Moore, so we took her to see the Garden of San Carlos, where he is buried, a
the site of the house where he died of his wounds, as well as the Tower of Hercules, the core of which
original Roman lighthouse. Here we spent some time sitting in the sun and looking at the views acro:
harbour and watching the Atlantic waves crashing against the shoreline.

The weather in Northern Spain was somewhat wet and windy, so much so that other flights had been car
and Matt Ring was only able to join us a day later. The weather also affected the programme of events,
local authorities closed all the parks and gardens so on Thursday 16th , the actual day of the commemora
the death of Sir John Moore, we held the ceremony inside the Military Museum opposite where he is buriec

On Friday evening we were all invited to attend a military band concert as part of the commemorations.
local reenactors had been very good friends of Maureen and lan, and the commemoration this year w;
much about them, and -enGckoewhy ldad alsa passechavay inf 20610.rPhotos wel
displayed on the screen during the concert, which included a piece written especially for the Battle of Cort
tri bute to Edith Piaf and a piece entitled 0Que
we will rock you...

By Saturday the weather had improved and we all assembled again at the museum for a demonstration
uniforms and weapons for the public, followed by a lunch in the museum.

Then the parade moved out to the garden opposite for the wreath laying ceremony. The ladies of the
provided all of us with a rose, red for the ladies and white for the men, in memory of Maureen and lan.
wreath laying was followed by a gun salute.

Maureends | ast wish had been for her ashes to b
accomplished during the commemorations. A charc
fired from the walls of the Garden de San Carlos. After that, a mini skirmish took place in the esplanade ga
behind the museum, which ended with another salvo from the guns, Stephen firing the very final shot whic
truly Maureends and | andés Last Huzza.

Later, when al/l the public and others had gone




" MURIO EL¥ALER0SO GENERAE INGLESS

Sir. JOHN MOORE

EL16 DE ENERO DE 1809,
A CONSECUENCIA DE LAS HE};IDAS
QUE RECIBIO EL MISMO DIA
EN LA BATALLA DE ELVINA
LUCHANDO HEROICAMENTE EN DEFENSA

DE LA INDEPENDENCIA ESPANOLA.

PRIMER

The tomb of Sir John Moore

These three photos, by Belen Marino Casal, give a
good representation of the-eaactors, both British
and Spanish, gathered to pay respects to Maureen,
lan and Chewie, as well as to Sir John Moore, on the
18th January 2020.

The photo to the left shows the plaque on the
building (now a Santander bank) which stands on the
site of the house where Sir John Moore died of his
wounds sustained at the battle of Elvinas on the 16th
January 2009.

Bel ow: This photo of oC
2001 copy of a Spani sh
Uni for meso, their ver si
imagine. | found it in a bookshop in Coruna owned
by Manuel Arenas Roca, who has been the co
ordinator of the re&nactments in Coruna for many
years

ico del 50th Foot Regiment.
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